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prevention,’’ only the disenfranchised stand 
to be silenced. 

Election Day is a hindrance because it oc-
curs on a Tuesday. The working class cannot 
afford lost wages or lost energy from stand-
ing in hours-long lines. The result of this 
awkward timing: low-income Americans can-
not afford to vote. According to the Pew Re-
search Center, 63% of the most financially 
secure Americans voted in the 2014 election, 
while only 20% of the least financially secure 
were able to make it to the poll. In effect, 
the population that bears the greatest bur-
dens possesses the least political power. In 
actuality, Election Day was established on a 
Tuesday so that farmers wouldn’t miss 
church or market day. The government 
needs to act with a similar intent and align 
Election Day with the schedule of the work-
ing class. It should be a federally mandated 
holiday and stretch across Saturday and 
Sunday. For those unable to vote, absentee 
ballots should be guaranteed and expedited. 

Ultimately, eliminating Voter ID laws and 
reforming Election Day will make voting ac-
cessible to all Americans. Voting is at the 
heart of democracy, and once this is realized, 
the quality of life for all Americans will be 
heightened.∑ 
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200TH ANNIVERSARY OF ALABAMA 
AND TUSCALOOSA 

∑ Mr. SHELBY. Madam President, 
today I wish to call attention to the 
special significance of the year 2019 in 
our great State of Alabama. This year 
we celebrate the 200th anniversary of 
our State and my hometown, the city 
of Tuscaloosa. 

Tuscaloosa was incorporated on De-
cember 13, 1819, which was one day be-
fore the State of Alabama was admit-
ted to the Union. Beginning in 1826 and 
extending for more than two decades, 
Tuscaloosa was the State capital of 
Alabama. This period marked the his-
toric opening of the University of Ala-
bama, the construction of a stately 
capitol building, and the city’s trans-
formation as a center for education, 
healthcare, and industry. Strategically 
situated on the banks of the Black 
Warrior River, Tuscaloosa became a 
thriving hub for foundries, cotton 
mills, forestry, and marine commerce. 

Founded in Tuscaloosa in 1831, the 
University of Alabama, which is the be-
loved alma mater of my family along 
with countless others, has become one 
of America’s premier public research 
universities. The Capstone of edu-
cation, the University serves the citi-
zens of Alabama as well as students, 
faculty, and staff who come from 
throughout the United States and 
around the globe to pursue a world- 
class education at both the under-
graduate and graduate levels. The uni-
versity proudly partners with Stillman 
College and Shelton State Community 
College, as well as an abundant com-
munity of K–12 schools, to hold stature 
as a major center for educational ex-
cellence. 

Today Tuscaloosa is recognized as 
one of the region’s most economically 
prosperous cities. International cor-
porations join homegrown industries 
and businesses to provide a robust cli-
mate for job creation, industrial expan-

sion, and a quality of life that is envied 
and admired by one and all. Rec-
reational amenities, cultural gems, and 
championship athletic teams are leg-
endary. 

On December 13, 2018, the Tuscaloosa 
Bicentennial Commission dedicated Bi-
centennial Square in Government 
Plaza, located in the heart of the city’s 
burgeoning downtown district. Over 
the next 12 months, citizens will join 
together in a diverse calendar of events 
and programs that will educate, cele-
brate, and feature 2019 as a year to re-
member. 

I share in the RECORD a schedule of 
events for ‘‘Tuscaloosa 200,’’ together 
with the names of the bicentennial 
commission members who, along with 
dozens of other volunteers, have de-
voted countless hours to planning and 
organizing the bicentennial commemo-
ration, as well as the companies whose 
generosity made possible the extensive, 
yearlong celebration: dedication of Bi-
centennial Square at Government 
Plaza, December 13, 2018; ringing in 
Tuscaloosa 200 bicentennial fireworks, 
December 31, 2018, at the Tuscaloosa 
Amphitheatre; Tuscaloosa 200 bicen-
tennial launch ceremony, January 31, 
2019, at the Tuscaloosa RiverMarket; 
the Bicentennial Bash Family Activi-
ties and Music Saturday, March 30, 
2019, at the Tuscaloosa Amphitheatre; 
‘‘Tuscaloosa Through Time’’ history 
expo, April 24–27, 2019, at the Bryant 
Conference Center; ‘‘Welcome Back to 
T-Town Celebration’’ in conjunction 
with the Druid City Music Festival, 
Friday and Saturday, August 23–24, 
2019; community book experience, ‘‘the 
History of Tuscaloosa,’’ by Dr. Guy 
Hubbs, September 22, 2019, Federal 
courthouse; and Tuscaloosa 200 birth-
day party and holiday parade, Friday, 
December 13, 2019, preceded by ‘‘200 
Voices for Tuscaloosa,’’ December 12, 
2019, Moody Concert Hall. 

Members of the Tuscaloosa Bicenten-
nial Commission: Lyda Black, Robert 
Ennis, Kari Frederickson, Sarah Eliza-
beth Heggem, Shelley Jones, Elizabeth 
McGiffert, Pam Parker, Tim Parker, 
Cathy Randall, Kellee Reinhart, Don 
Staley, and Harrison Taylor. 

Bicentennial Sponsors and Donors: 
Presenting Sponsors—Mercedes Benz 
USI, Coca Cola, DCH Health System; 
Capital Donor—city of Tuscaloosa, the 
University of Alabama; Chief 
Tuskaloosa Donor—Tuscaloosa Tour-
ism and Sports; Druid Oaks Donor— 
Harrison Family Foundation, Hunt Re-
fining Company, Nucor Steel, Parker 
Towing Company, PECO Foods, Inc., 
Reese Phifer Memorial Foundation, 
Randall-Reilly, TotalCom; Black War-
rior Donor—Bryant Bank, College Sta-
tion Properties, Harrison Construction 
Company, Industrial Warehouse Serv-
ices, Inc., McAbee Family Foundation, 
McGiffert and Associates, LLC/Price 
McGiffert Construction Co. Inc., Re-
gions, Synovus, Westervelt; City Cham-
pion Donor—Cadence Bank, Chamber of 
Commerce of West Alabama, BF Good-
rich, Jamison Money Farmer, PC, Jun-

ior League of Tuscaloosa, R.L. Zeigler 
Company, Inc., Tuscaloosa County 
Parks and Recreation, Tuscaloosa Ro-
tary Memorial Foundation. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 56. An act to establish an Independent 
Financial Technology Task Force to Combat 
Terrorism and Illicit Financing, to provide 
rewards for information leading to convic-
tions related to terrorist use of digital cur-
rencies, to establish a Fintech Leadership in 
Innovation and Financial Intelligence Pro-
gram to encourage the development of tools 
and programs to combat terrorist and illicit 
use of digital currencies, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 502. An act to require the Comptroller 
General of the United States to carry out a 
study on how virtual currencies and online 
marketplaces are used to buy, sell, or facili-
tate the financing of goods or services asso-
ciated with sex trafficking or drug traf-
ficking, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 624. An act to require the Securities 
and Exchange Commission to carry out a 
study of Rule 10b5–1 trading plans, and for 
other purposes. 

At 5 p.m., a message from the House of 
Representatives, delivered by Mr. Novotny, 
one of its reading clerks, announced that the 
House has agreed to the following concurrent 
resolution, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 9. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a joint session of Congress to re-
ceive a message from the President. 

At 5:24 p.m., a message from the House of 
Representatives, delivered by Mr. Novotny, 
one of its reading clerks, announced that the 
House has passed the following bills, in 
which it requests the concurrence of the Sen-
ate: 

H.R. 424. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to improve the manage-
ment and administration of the security 
clearance process throughout the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 428. An act to direct the Under Sec-
retary of Homeland Security for Intelligence 
and Analysis to develop and disseminate a 
threat assessment regarding terrorist use of 
virtual currency. 

H.R. 449. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002, to direct the Assistant 
Secretary of State and Local Law Enforce-
ment to produce and disseminate an annual 
catalog on Department of Homeland Secu-
rity training, publications, programs, and 
services for State, local, and tribal law en-
forcement agencies. 

H.R. 495. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to require an annual re-
port on the Office for State and Local Law 
Enforcement. 

H.R. 504. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to require the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to develop an en-
gagement strategy with fusion centers, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 769. An act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to establish in the De-
partment of Homeland Security a board to 
coordinate and integrate departmental intel-
ligence, activities, and policy related to 
counterterrorism, and for other purposes. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:54 Jan 30, 2019 Jkt 089060 PO 00000 Frm 00016 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A29JA6.011 S29JAPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-08-26T12:50:24-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




